PROGRAM NOTES: "Sky Quartet"

When I began composing "Sky Quartet", I envisioned the wonder and immensity of the
Western sky. This is especially appropriate since the Da Vinci Quartet resides in
Colorado. Every time I've been west of the Mississippi, I've always marveled at that
exquisite canvas of blue and clouds. This work paints musical portraits of the sky in
various stages: start of a day, the rapture of its "blueness", a storm-wrenched fury, and its

vast immensity.

This work was commissioned by Frances Hettinger for the Da Vinci Quartet. Originally

composed in 1997, it was revised in 2000.

--Jennifer Higdon



